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Speech for Mr Freeman Lau
Chairman of Board of Directors, The Hong Kong Design Centre

“Business of Design Week 2005: LifeStyleAsia” 
Press Luncheon Hong Kong, 9 August 2005

I am happy to announce that BODW 2005 will officially kick off on November 19th this year. Now in its fourth year running, the annual five-day event has successfully positioned Hong Kong as Asia’s leading hub in design excellence. The strong positive response we receive each year from participants is a powerful reflection of BODW’s achievements.  


BODW is really moving forward this year with bigger and better things. Not only are we bringing back the world’s biggest names in the design and business industries to Hong Kong, we are also introducing some creative new programs. BODW will showcase cutting-edge designs and encourage idea-sharing through informative conferences and networking activities. 

We are particularly excited about the International Conference and Forum this year. Influential designers and visionary business leaders will come together to talk about how they have initiated fundamental change in their organizations, their industries, their product mix and their bottom line by making design part of their culture. 

I am also pleased to tell you that the scope of this year’s conference has deepened with the focus on four hot themes:  automotive, hospitality, branding and museum.  These are among the hottest topics in the world, especially right here in Asia. Thanks to rapid economic growth, the Pearl River Delta region has become a leading automobile manufacturing hub and will soon develop into a major car accessories centre. This opens up doors for car and car accessory designers. Branding is getting more significant as businesses in China are reinventing themselves to establish strong brand names in the growing market. There is no doubt a deeper interest in museums and expo designs following the Hong Kong’s plan of the West Kowloon cultural centre project.
Over the past two decades the tourism and hospitality industry has contributed significantly to the Hong Kong economy, and continues to grow each year. Boutique and lifestyle hotels are the latest trends in hotel development. 
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“Education Day”, “Conference on Branding Strategies and Management seminar” and “Innovation Day” are three new programs we are introducing this year.  Education Day focus on Asian design education and build the critical mass for design talent. Conference on Branding Strategies and Management seminar will cover the branding perspective of US, Europe and Asia.  Through Innovation Day, we hope to boost creative thinking by incorporating innovative technology and steer business to bigger growth. 

In an effort to recognize both emerging and established designers, we will hold the Design for Asia Award 2005 and World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer 2005 Award and Design Leadership Award Presentation Gala as a concurrent event during the week.

We look forward to getting this year’s event underway, and I look forward to sharing more with you on an individual basis later if you wish. For now, I’d like to hand over the floor to Dr Anne Stenros. Dr Stenros will talk to you in greater details about each of the BODW programs for this year. 

Thank you very much. 

