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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Leading Asian and International Designers to converge in November 
at Business of Design Week 2005: Lifestyle Asia

Hong Kong, 9 August 2005: Leading Asian and international designers will gather in Hong Kong this November to speak at Asia’s premier international design event, Business of Design Week (BODW) 2005: Lifestyle Asia. At the spotlight of the five-day event would be the flagship International Conference, featuring six categories of business design issues with a deepened focus “Automotive”, “Hospitality”, “Branding” and “Museums and Expo”. The other two categories are “Lifestyle and Retail” and “Communication”.

“The forum will strengthen and widen its focus with these four hottest themes in Asia. Two new programs will be introduced at this year’s BODW. All these will drive the premier event to greater heights,” said Freeman Lau, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Hong Kong Design Centre, the organizer of BODW.

The four themes are among Asia’s hottest topics. As the Pearl River Delta develops and will soon become a major car accessories centre in the region, it has open up doors for car and car accessory design opportunities. There is potential growth in hospitality design as tourism continues to flourish in Hong Kong, and among the latest trends in hotel development are boutique and lifestyle hotels. Branding is getting more significant as businesses in China are reinventing themselves to establish strong brand names in the growing market. There is no doubt a deeper interest in museums and expo designs following the Hong Kong’s plan of the West Kowloon cultural centre project. 


Victor Lo, Chairman of the Board of Governors of HKDC said, “Design is increasingly a significant key to successful business growth especially in Greater China. The growing markets in the region such as the mainland are presenting plenty of business design opportunities and we are expecting this trend to continue. I strongly believe that BODW 2005 will further enhance Hong Kong’s reputation and position as a hub for design excellence in the region.”
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At the three-day conference, world’s leading designers and visionary business leaders, including an increasing number of influential Asian designers who have established international recognition overseas, will share their insights and describe how they have initiated fundamental change in their organizations, their industries, their product mix and their bottom line by making design part of their culture. Among them are Daniel Libeskind, James Dyson, Ross Lovegrove, Ole Schereen, Stefano Marzano, and Andree Putman.
BODW 2005 has retained its overall theme “LifeStyleAsia” of previous years and will take place from 19th to 23rd November at the Hong Kong Exhibition and Convention Centre in Wanchai. 

Adding to the excitement this year are three new programs: Education Day, Conference on Branding Strategies and Management and Innovation Day. Education Day on 19th November focus on Asian design education. Conference on Branding Strategies and Management will cover the branding perspective of US, Europe and Asia.  Innovation Day on 23rd November is designed to help businesses drive business growth by incorporating creative thinking with knowledge of the latest technological and innovative processes.

To give recognition and exposure to both established and emerging designers, a concurrent event, the Design for Asia Award 2005 and World’s Outstanding Chinese Designer 2005 Award and Design Leadership Award Presentation Gala will be held on 21st November. The winning designs will be displayed at Innovation & Design Expo (IDE) from 21st – 23rd November, co-organized with Hong Kong Trade Development Council.

Other activities of BODW 2005 includes an outreach program that extends to public area to bond design with the community with a featured tour for delegates and members of the public for viewing local inspiring spectacles.

About Business of Design Week: LifeStyleAsia

Business of Design Week (BODW) is the annual international flagship event of Hong Kong Design Centre and is in its fourth year running. Each year, BODW gathers hundreds of Hong Kong's top designers and brand and innovation experts to discuss key initiatives and set policies in the design industry.  Organized by the Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC), the conference centres on an International Conference led by leading industry experts.

For more information on Business of Design Week 2005: Lifestyle Asia, see www.bodw.com.hk.
About Hong Kong Design Centre
The Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC) was formed in 2001 to drive Hong Kong to become a highly competitive, internationally recognized source of innovative products and design talent. 
Hong Kong has long been recognized as a leading design centre in the Asia Pacific region.  At the crossroads of Asia and serving as the gateway to China, Hong Kong designers are ideally placed to help companies promote their products and services throughout the region and beyond. 
The HKDC serves as a vital link between businesses and designers in Hong Kong, propelling Asian design into the 21st century, raising design standards and fostering design-related education.

By creating a world-class centre of excellence, the HKDC aims to facilitate awareness of Hong Kong’s rich source of innovative products and design talent across all disciplines, whilst promoting the vital role of design in a modern economy.

HKDC is founded by the Hong Kong Federation of Design Associations Limited*, with support from the Hong Kong SAR Government and the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.

* Founding members include: The Chartered Society of Designers, Hong Kong (CSDHK), Hong Kong Designers Association (HKDA), Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association (HKFDA), and Interior Design Association Hong Kong (HKIDA)
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